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The definitive selection by the first and foremost modern Turkish poet. A centennial volume, with

previously unavailable poems, by Turkey's greatest poet.Â  Published in celebration of the poet's

one hundredth birthday, this exciting edition of the poems of the Nazim Hikmet (1902-1963) collects

work from his four previous selected volumes and adds more than twenty poems never before

available in English. The Blasing/Konuk translations, acclaimed for the past quarter-century for their

accuracy and grace, convey Hikmet's compassionate, accessible voice with the subtle music,

innovative form, and emotional directness of the originals.
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Poets like Nazim Hikmet have a deep understanding of human feelings, failings, optimism, dreams,

desires and contradictions. Poets like Nazim Hikmet know their words can rend a heart as easily as

they can mend a heart. Poets like Nazim Hikmet appear rarely on earth, and when they do, their

songs conjoin the undying spirit of humanity as eternal echoes of their rhymes and times. A

collection of hundred poems appears in a translation here and for readers like me who must rely

solely on translation, the poems present flavors, sights and a sensibility that fill our hearts with a

mixture of sorrow, serenity, loss and hope. The ability to create hope in a reader or a feeling of

serenity is indeed a testament to the power, generosity and depth of the poet for he manages to do

so, even though he spent thirteen years of his life in jail and thirteen more in exile. Only great souls



can bring out humane words after living through hardships and bitterness, and bunch them into

words as melodious as of Hikmet.His biography can be deciphered by some of his own poems. He

wrote (It's This Way): "It's this way: / being captured is beside the point, / the point is not to

surrender." In a Rubaiyat, he said: "Between us just a difference of degree -- / that's how it is my

canary: / you an unthinking bird, with wings, / and me with hands, a man who thinks..." and in

another rubaiyat he wrote: "Me, one man, the Turkish poet / Nazim Hikmet / I'm faith from head to

toe --/ from head to toe, struggle and hope ..." and of course, the best rubaiyat: "I don't mean to

boast, but I've shot / through ten years of bondage like a bullet. / And putting aside the pain in my

liver, / my heart's the same heart, my head still the same head...
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